Apparent increase in the incidence of invasive group A beta-hemolytic streptococcal disease in children.
Recently, among adults, an increase in the incidence of invasive disease caused by group A beta-hemolytic streptococci (GABS) has been noted, as has the appearance of a severe illness called "toxic shock-like syndrome," also caused by GABS. We now report an apparent increase beginning in 1987 in the incidence of invasive disease caused by GABS in children. Among these patients the manifestations were varied. One child had signs and symptoms compatible with the streptococcal toxic shock-like syndrome. Among the GABS isolates from our patients, 8 (80%) of 10 evaluated for M-protein antigens were nontypeable. Further studies will be necessary to determine the relationship between serotypes and virulence of GABS. Physicians should be aware of the possibility of an increasing incidence of invasive GABS disease in children, as well as its manifestations, which may include toxic shock-like syndrome.